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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this Summary Report is to document a compilation of comments 

received during the 90-day public comment period by the Panhandle 

Groundwater Conservation District (Panhandle GCD) regarding the proposed 

desired future conditions (DFCs) adopted by the District Representatives of 

Groundwater Management Area 1 (GMA 1). The Panhandle GCD covers all or 

parts of 8 counties in the Texas Panhandle as illustrated in Figure 1.  

 

Figure 1. Location of Panhandle GCD. 

For reference, Texas Water Code Section 36.108 (d-2) states as follows: 

The desired future conditions proposed under Subsection (d) must 

provide a balance between the highest practicable level of 

groundwater production and the conservation, preservation, 



protection, recharging, and prevention of waste of groundwater and 

control of subsidence in the management area.  This subsection does 

not prohibit the establishment of desired future conditions that 

provide for the reasonable long-term management of groundwater 

resources consistent with the management goals under Section 

36.1071(a).  The desired future conditions proposed under 

Subsection (d) must be approved by a two-thirds vote of all the 

district representatives for distribution to the districts in the 

management area.  A period of not less than 90 days for public 

comments begins on the day the proposed desired future conditions 

are mailed to the districts.  During the public comment period and 

after posting notice as required by Section 36.063, each district shall 

hold a public hearing on any proposed desired future conditions 

relevant to that district.  During the public comment period, the 

district shall make available in its office a copy of the proposed 

desired future conditions and any supporting materials, such as the 

documentation of factors considered under Subsection (d) and 

groundwater availability model run results.  After the public hearing, 

the district shall compile for consideration at the next joint planning 

meeting a summary of relevant comments received, any suggested 

revisions to the proposed desired future conditions, and the basis for 

the revisions. (Emphasis added) 

 

The GMA 1 District Representatives unanimously adopted proposed desired 

future conditions (DFCs) for GMA 1 on April 20, 2016. The proposed DFCs, along 

with all supporting information including consideration of the nine statutory 

criteria included in Texas Water Code Section 36.108 (d) (1-9), were mailed to all 

GMA 1 GCDs on May 9, 2016. The 90-day public comment period concluded on 

August 15, 2016. Desired future conditions required in the joint-planning process 

are defined by the Texas Water Development Board in 31 Texas Administrative 

Code Section 356.10 (6) as follows: “Desired future condition--The desired, 

quantified condition of groundwater resources (such as water levels, spring flows, 

or volumes) within a management area at one or more specified future times as 

defined by participating groundwater conservation districts within a groundwater 



management area as part of the joint planning process.” The proposed DFCs 

adopted by District Representatives in GMA 1 for Panhandle GCD are as follows: 

 

• For the Ogallala Aquifer, at least 50 percent of volume in storage remaining 

in 50 years for the period of 2012 – 2062 in Carson, Donley, Gray, 

Hutchinson, Roberts, and Wheeler counties and within the Panhandle 

Groundwater Conservation District in Armstrong and Potter counties. 

• For the Dockum Aquifer, no more than 30 feet average decline in water 

levels for the period 2012 – 2062 in 50 years in Carson and Hutchinson 

counties and within the Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District in 

Armstrong and Potter counties. 

 

The Panhandle GCD public hearing was held on July 14, 2016, at the Panhandle 

GCD offices in White Deer, Texas. See Attachment A for a copy of the public 

notice for the hearing. Approved meeting minutes for the Panhandle GCD public 

hearing are included as Attachment B. After introductory remarks by Panhandle 

GCD Board President Danny Hardcastle and General Manager C.E. Williams, 

overview of the GMA 1 joint-planning process was provided by Panhandle GCD 

consultant Bill Mullican (with Mullican and Associates). See Attachment C for a 

full copy of this presentation. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED 

During the public hearing, comments were received from one individual, Mr. Kent 

Satterwhite, General Manager of the Canadian River Municipal Water Authority. 

Mr. Satterwhite’s comments focused on his support of the 50/50 DFC for the 

Ogallala Aquifer Following the close of the public comment portion of the public 

hearing, the Panhandle GCD Board of Directors discussed potential compatibility 

issues between the DFCs for the Ogallala Aquifer in Armstrong and Potter 

counties due to differences in proposed DFCs for Panhandle GCD and High Plains 

Underground Water Conservation District No. 1.  

 



SUGGESTED REVISIONS TO THE PROPOSED DFCS 

Texas Water Code Section 36.108 (d-2) concludes with the provision that, at the 

conclusion of the 90-day public comment period, an element of the summary 

report prepared for the GMA may be any suggested revisions to the proposed 

desired future conditions that a district may request the district representatives 

of the GMA to consider. At the regularly scheduled meeting on September 22, 

2016, the Panhandle GCD Board of Directors, after discussion and consideration 

of this summary report, voted to approve the summary report as presented and 

to notify GMA 1 that it did not have any substantive changes to request to the 

proposed DFCs at this time. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment A – Notice published by Panhandle Groundwater Conservation 

District for July 14, 2016, public hearing on proposed Desired Future Conditions 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment B – Meeting minutes for Panhandle Groundwater Conservation 

District from July 14, 2016, public hearing on proposed Desired Future Conditions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment C – Introductory presentation for Panhandle Groundwater 

Conservation District July 14, 206, public hearing on proposed Desired Future 

Conditions  

 























http://panhandlewater.org/GMA_Proposed_Documents.html








What steps are left in the current joint-
planning process?

Adaptive Management Process

1. Setting 
Desired
Future 

Conditions

2. District
Management 

Plan

3. District 
Rules



Panhandle GCD Public Hearing on 
Proposed DFCs

• The proposed DFCs and supporting materials for the Ogallala and Dockum 
aquifers are available for review and inspection at the District’s office at 
201 W. Third St, White Deer, Texas.

• This information is also available on the District’s website at www.pgcd.us .

• Public comments will be accepted by the District through August 15, 2016 
at the District office by mail or email or today during the public hearing.  

• For more information, please contact C.E. Williams at the District at 
cew@pgcd.us or 806-883-2501.

• Comments and questions

http://www.pgcd.us/
mailto:cew@pgcd.us

